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 In the mid-atlantic area, fall can be one of the 

most visually appealing seasons. The lower temperatures 

are accompanied by a display of fall color from deciduous 

trees that rivals the flowering that occurs in spring. It has 

been said that fall is a   season where every leaf becomes a 

flower. 

 

 The changing color of deciduous trees during this 

period is caused by a combination of factors. The dropping 

temperature and shorter day length trigger an automatic 

response from the trees. The chlorophyll that gives the 

leaves their green color during spring and summer and   

allows photosynthesis is gradually withdrawn from the 

leaves. The removal of the green pigment reveals the other 

phytochemicals in the leaves which have been               

contributing otherwise invisible shades of red, orange, 

purple and yellow.  

 

 The quality of a fall leaf color display is             

determined by climate conditions and the types of   species 

present. Dry weather can cause leaves to drop prematurely 

as the tree sheds them in response to the stress caused by 

drought. Leaves that are dropped too early may never    

reveal their fall color. The same thing can occur during an 

early frost, when leaves are dropped prematurely due to 

the cold temperature. 

 

 This area has a number of species of trees that are 

commonly found and give reliably good fall color. Some 

of the most notable displays of fall color come from     

Maple, Sweetgum, Blackgum, Serviceberry and  Crape 

Myrtle trees. 
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